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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 183426 
E.O. 11652: XGDS-3, DECLASSIFY 12/31/96 
TAGS:MARR, MNUC, FR 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS (NPW) VISITS TO FRANCE 

REF: (A) AMEMBASSY PARIS 17844 (DTG 181730Z JUNE 76), 

(B) AMEMBASSY PARIS 19090 (DTG 291907Z JUNE 76) 

1 . REFTELS A AND B INDICATED POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON PART OF 
FRENCH OFFICIALS TOWARD U.S. APPROACH FOR RESOLVING NPW 
PORT ENTRY PROBLEM. WHILE GOF REACTION IS VERY 
ENCOURAGING, WE ARE LEFT WITHOUT ANY PRECISE IDEA AS TO 
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WHEN AND HOW MATTER IS TO BE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION. 
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NUCLEAR POWERED TASK GROUP CONSISTING OF NIMITZ (CVN-68), 
SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN-37),CALIFORNIA (CGN-36) AND BILLFISH 
(SSN-676), ARRIVED IN MEDITERRANEAN ON 17 JULY 76 FOR 6 
MONTH DEPLOYMENT WIT; SIXTH FLEET. NEED FOR PORTS TO 
SUPPORT THIS DEPLOYMENT REMAINS A SERIOUS PROBLEM AND WE 
WOULD LIKE TO PROCEED WITH OBTAINING RESOLUTION WITH GOF 
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FRENCH PORT VISIT DURING THE DEPLOYMENT. 
WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT PRESSING NPTG NEED FOR PORTS PROVIDES 
US WITH A TANGIBLE, NEAR TERM REQUIREMENT THAT CAN BE USED 
EFFECTIVELY WITH GOF IN OBTAINING TIMELY ACTION. 

2. TO MOVE QUESTION FORWARD, REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND INDICATE THAT WE WOULD HOPE THAT, IN 

VIEW OF GENERALLY FAVORABLE DISCUSSIONS HELD TO DATE, IT 
WILL BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE FOR ROUTINE PORT VISIT BY 
NIMITZ TASK GROUP TO TOULON IN LATE OCTOBER OR IN 
NOVEMBER WHEN IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE TASK GROUP WILL 0E 
OPERATING IN THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN. REQUEST EMBASSY 
REPORT GOF REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR SPECIFIC STEPS TO RESOLVE PORT VISIT QUESTION. FYI. 

WE BELIEVE SUGGESTION OF SPECIFICTIME FRAME FOR NIMITZ 
VISIT COULD HELP FOCUS FRENCH ATTENTION AND ACCELERATE 
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. AT THE SAME TIME, OCTOBER IS 
SUFFICIENTLY FAR AWAY SO THAT WE WOULD NOT APPEAR TO BE 
RUSHING GOF. END FYI. 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 183426 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3, DECLASSIFY 12/31/96 

TAGS:MARR, MNUC, FR 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS (NPW) VISITS TO FRANCE 

REF: (A) AMEMBASSY PARIS 17844 (DTG 181730Z JUNE 76), 

(B) AMEMBASSY PARIS 19090 (DTG 291907Z JUNE 76) 

1 . REFTELS A AND B INDICATED POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON PART OF 
FRENCH OFFICIALS TOWARD U.S. APPROACH FOR RESOLVING NPW 
PORT ENTRY PROBLEM. WHILE GOF REACTION IS VERY 
ENCOURAGING, WE ARE LEFT WITHOUT ANY PRECISE IDEA AS TO 
WHEN AND HOW MATTER IS TO BE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION. 

NUCLEAR POWERED TASK GROUP CONSISTING OF NIMITZ (CVN-68), 

SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN-37),CALIFORNIA (CGN-36) AND BILLFISH 
(SSN-676), ARRIVED IN MEDITERRANEAN ON 17 JULY 76 FOR 6 
MONTH DEPLOYMENT WIT; SIXTH FLEET. NEED FOR PORTS TO 
SUPPORT THIS DEPLOYMENT REMAINS A SERIOUS PROBLEM AND WE 
WOULD LIKE TO PROCEED WITH OBTAINING RESOLUTION WITH GOF 
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FRENCH PORT VISIT DURING THE DEPLOYMENT. 
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WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT PRESSING NPTG NEED FOR PORTS PROVIDES 
US WITH A TANGIBLE, NEAR TERM REQUIREMENT THAT CAN BE USED 
EFFECTIVELY WITH GOF IN OBTAINING TIMELY ACTION. 

2. TO MOVE QUESTION FORWARD, REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND INDICATE THAT WE WOULD HOPE THAT, IN 

VIEW OF GENERALLY FAVORABLE DISCUSSIONS HELD TO DATE, IT 
WILL BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE FOR ROUTINE PORT VISIT BY 
NIMITZ TASK GROUP TO TOULON IN LATE OCTOBER OR IN 
NOVEMBER WHEN IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE TASK GROUP WILL 0E 
OPERATING IN THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN. REQUEST EMBASSY 
REPORT GOF REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR SPECIFIC STEPS TO RESOLVE PORT VISIT QUESTION. FYI. 

WE BELIEVE SUGGESTION OF SPECIFICTIME FRAME FOR NIMITZ 
VISIT COULD HELP FOCUS FRENCH ATTENTION AND ACCELERATE 
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. AT THE SAME TIME, OCTOBER IS 
SUFFICIENTLY FAR AWAY SO THAT WE WOULD NOT APPEAR TO BE 
RUSHING GOF. END FYI. 
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